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AG IARRAIDH RUDAÍ  ASKING FOR THINGS 
 
   
SAYING WHAT YOU WANT 
 

Tá mé ag iarraidh … 
 

I want 
 

This phrase is often used when buying something—in a shop or in a pub, for example. 
Tá mé ag iarraidh pionta beorach. I want a pint of beer. 

 

Children are also fond of using Tá mé ag iarraidh! 
 

Tá mé ag iarraidh gloine oráiste. I want a glass of orange. 
 

Adults tend to avoid using Tá mé ag iarraidh in the way children do, in order not to 
sound abrupt. They usually use it as a statement of what they want or would like 
rather than as a demand. 
 
 

 

 
Listen to these examples on the recording. 

 —Tá mé ag iarraidh cupa tae. Ar mhaith leatsa ceann? 
—Ba mhaith, go raibh maith agat. 
 

 —Tá mé ag iarraidh a dhul abhaile ag a naoi a chlog ach ní thig 
liom. Tá mé an-ghnóthach. 
 

 
ASKING SOMEONE WHAT THEY WANT OR WOULD LIKE 
 

Cad é atá tú ag iarraidh? 
 

 
or  
Cad é atá de dhíth ort?* What do you want? 
Cad é atá de dhíth oraibh?* 
(plural) 

 

  

*the de in this phrase is not said in everyday speech. 
 

If you don’t know what you want you can say 
  

Níl a fhios agam. I don’t know. 
 
  



Aonad 17 
 

 

 
 

2 

 

 
Listen to these examples on the recording. 

 —A Aodháin, cad é atá tú ag iarraidh? 
—Á, caife dubh, le do thoil. 
 

 —Cad é atá de dhíth oraibh? 
—Fíon bán domhsa, le do thoil. 
—Ba mhaith liomsa pionta. 
 

 —Cad é atá de dhíth ort, a Ghráinne? 
—Ó, níl a fhios agam. 

 
 
ASKING SOMEONE  IF THEY WANT A PARTICULAR THING 
 

An bhfuil tú ag iarraidh ...? 
 

Do you want …? 
 
 

 

 
Listen to these examples on the recording. 

 — An bhfuil tú ag iarraidh deoch? 
—Níl, go raibh maith agat. 
 

 —Cad é atá tú ag iarraidh? 
—Ó, níl a fhios agam. 
—An bhfuil tú ag iarraidh uisce beatha? 
—Maith go leor. Uisce beatha. 

 
 

 

 
1.  Try saying the following in Irish: 

 1.  I want to go home. I’m tired. 
 2.  What do you want? (What would you like?) 
 3.  I don’t know. 
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The phrase Cad é atá de dhíth ort? literally means ‘What is lacking on you?’  
Ort is made up of ar (on) + tú (you). 
orm on me 
ort  on you 
air  on him 
uirthi on her 
orainn on us 
oraibh on you (plural) 
uirthi on them 

 

Cad é atá de dhíth air? What does he want? 
Cad é atá de dhíth uirthi? What does she want? 
Cad é atá de dhíth orthu? What do they want? 

 

  
 
 
OFFERING ASSISTANCE  
 

An dtiocfadh liom cuidiú leat? 
 

 

May I help you? 
(literally, Could I help you?) 

 
 
SAYING THAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING  
 

Tá mé ag cuartú … 
 

I’m looking for … 
 

This phrase is often used when shopping. 
 

Tá mé ag cuartú …  
péire bróg a pair of shoes 
péinte don seomra suí paint for the sitting-room 
 

 
ASKING FOR MORE DETAILS 
 

Cad é an cineál? 
 

What kind? 
Cad é an dath? What colour? 

 

If someone is asking you to choose between two things they’ll say: 

Cé acu ceann? Which one? 

If there are more than two things to choose from you can either use 

Cé acu ceann?  

again or  

Cad é an ceann?  
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BEING SPECIFIC  
 

An ceann seo. 
 

This one. 
An ceann sin. That one. 
An ceann dearg. The red one. 
 
 

 

 
 

dearg  red 
bán  white 
bándearg pink 
dubh black 
gorm blue 
dúghorm navy blue 
glas green 
donn brown 

 

  
 
 

 

2.  Imagine that you’re out shopping. Ask for the things below 
when the shop assistant offers his or her help. You’ll then be 
asked in each case what colour you want. Give the appropriate 
answer. The only new word you’ll need is brístí (trousers). 

 
1. You want a pair of shoes. 

Brown. 
2. You’re looking for paint for the bathroom. 

Pink. 
3. You’re looking for a pair of trousers. 

Blue. 
  
 
SAYING YOU WANT TO BORROW SOMETHING  
 

Tá mé ag iarraidh … ar iasacht 
 

I want to borrow … 
Tá mé ag iarraidh peann luaidhe ar iasacht. I want to borrow a pencil. 
Tá mé ag iarraidh leabhair ar iasacht. I want to borrow a book. 
Tá mé ag iarraidh téipe ar iasacht. I want to borrow a tape. 
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ASKING IF YOU CAN BORROW SOMETHING  
 

An dtig liom …? 
 

 

May I  …? 

An dtig liom cúig phunt a fháil ar iasacht? May I borrow five pounds? 

You might hear the following answers: 

Thig, cinnte. You can, of course. 

Ní thig. You can’t. 

 
 

 

 
3. 

 
Ask if you can borrow the following amounts: 

1. £15 
2. £18 
3. 50p 
4. £2 

 
Other uses of ‘Cad é atá de dhíth ort / air / uirthi / orthu? 
We’ve seen in this unit that the phrase Cad é atá de dhíth ort? can be used when you 
want to find out what a person would like, for example in a pub or in a café. It can 
also be used in other situations, however. If someone is annoying you, a change in 
your tone of voice will change the meaning of the phrase. 
 

 

 
Listen to the following examples on the recording: 
  

 —Cad é atá dhíth ort! Imigh leat! 
 

 If you’re asking someone why a person wants to speak to you, you can use 
 

 Cad é atá de dhíth air / uirthi / orthu? 

 

 

 
Listen to the following examples on the recording. You’ll hear: 
 

Cé atá ann? 
and 
Fear éigin. 

Who is it? 
 
Some man. 

  

—A Bhríd, an fón. 

 —Cé atá ann? 
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—Fear éigin. 

—Cad é atá de dhíth air? 

—Níl a fhios agam. 

 

 

 
4. 

 
Try saying the following in Irish: 

1. I want to borrow a book. 
2. May I help you? 
3. I’m looking for Alan’s office. 
4. Who is it? 
5. What do they want? 

 


